JULY 2008. νου ΜΈ 


CAN SING » 


LOCKING 
HORNS with 


HELLBOY II’S , 
RON PERLMAN F 


ΓΕ". 


Lay 


ς A 
HANG οἱ ἔλα >) SUK N 


mUls ATIONS MAIL A NT NO, 40708019 


P SNAPS: RYAN GOSLING, JULIA ROBERTS, ANNE HATHAWAY, CAMERON DIAZ, GISELE BUNDCHEN 


_ eee πὶ -. MERYL PIERCE COLIN STELLAN JULIE = DOMINIC AMANDA CHRISTINE 
STREEP BROSNAN FIRTH SKARSGARD WALTERS COOPER SEYFRIED BARANSKI 


a 
“ ; A mother. 
ult j é | A daughter. 
Three possible fathers. 
e 4 A trio down the aisle 
--. κ᾽ you'll never forget. 
ar 


oe ——— 
5 
2 


JULY 2008 


LITTLESTAR © 2008 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS \_¥% 
WWw.mammamiamovie.com 


liiside 


Φ Ἢ 
ὃ 
ἷ: 


ee 


WE DON’T NEED ANOTHER HERO >> Hancock casts Will Smith as an alcoholic, self-centered superhero in 
desperate need of a makeover. It’s a role that both plays on Smith's larger-than-life screen presence, and 
allows him to show off his evolving acting skills. And according to the star, it’s the movie that begins what 
he hopes will be the best 10 years of his career * By Bob Strauss 
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KNIGHT WATCH> 22 

The Dark Knight's Christian Bale 
talks about pushing boundaries 
in the sequel to Batman Begins. 

e By Bob Thompson 

PLUS: In an interview two months 
after filming had wrapped, 

Heath Ledger shared his thoughts 
on creating the creepy Joker 

e By Bob Strauss 


THE SINGING BRIDES 26 
Amanda Seyfried landed the 
plum role of soon-to-be wed 
Sophie in the movie version of 
the Abba-inspired musical 
Mamma Mia! Not bad when you 
consider she thought the movie 
was about some Greek family 

e By Bob Strauss 


RED AGAIN 30 

In Hellboy Il: The Golden Army, 
Ron Perlman reprises his role as 
the do-gooding demon Hellboy. 
And as we discover, the real-life 
Perlman can be just as crusty as 
the gruff character he plays 

e By Steve Ramos 


[5] COVER PHOTO BY MATTHIAS CLAMER/CORBIS 


THE ALL-NEW 09 MATRIX | FULL OF POTENTIAL.CA 


C) TOYOTA 


make things better 


Po Ἂ 
z= Ι a. 
CHRISTIAN TN oar 


BALE CAIN 


AND MORGAN 


Piety: GARY AARON MAGGIE 
EDGER OLDMAN ECKHART GYLLENHAAL FREEMAN 


HATTA i mn att TTT Th Ta 
Famous 


PUBLISHER SALAH BACHIR 


EDITOR MARNI WEISZ 

DEPUTY EDITOR INGRID RANDOJA 

ART DIRECTOR MATTHEW PICKET 
ASSISTANT ART DIRECTOR ALIZA KLEIN 
DIRECTOR, PRODUCTION SHEILA GREGORY 


CONTRIBUTORS SCOTT GARDNER, 
LIZA HERZ, DAN LIEBMAN, STEVE RAMOS, 
BOB STRAUSS, BOB THOMPSON 


ADVERTISING SALES FOR FAMOUS, 
FAMOUS QUEBEC AND FAMOUS KIDS IS 
HANDLED BY CINEPLEX MEDIA. 


HEAD OFFICE 416.539.8800 


VICE PRESIDENT ROBERT BROWN (ext. 232) 
VICE PRESIDENT, SALES 
BRYAN PRESS (ext. 244) 
DIRECTOR OF SALES, FAMOUS MAGAZINES 
LORELEI OEMING (ext. 249) 
DIRECTOR, NATIONAL SALES 
JOHN TSIRLIS (ext. 237) 
DIRECTOR, SALES CINDY FROST (ext. 254) 


DIRECTOR, SALES ZOLTAN TOTH (ext. 233) 
ACCOUNT MANAGERS 
JENNA PATERSON (ext, 243) 


My, your taste for superheroes has turned dark. Cony ATKINS ext 257) 


MICHAEL VAN ZON (ext. 241) 


Are you feeling okay? Really, you can tell me. I want to hear about it. It’s just that, lately, you seem to DIRECTOR, MEDIA OPERATIONS 
be attracted to heroic guys with serious problems. Now, alot of us go through a bad-boy phase at one eek eee 
time or another, and Lord knows heroic guys often come with inner demons. But when it comes to BRITISH COLUMBIA 604.904.8622 
being rescued from, say, a runaway train or a demented criminal, wouldn't you rather be saved by aa 
someone with a cheery smile and a glint in his eye? ALBERTA 403.266.4412 
- - aL op: WESTERN SALES MANAGER 
First you went head over heels for this Iron Man fellow. A truer bad boy never there was, with his TAREE DATO 
arrogance and his womanizing and his war mongering. 
; ene ; QUEBEC 514.868.0005 
And now you're all hot and bothered anticipating the return of Batman. I’ve seen you on the DIRECTOR, SALES 
message boards, “I can’t wait!” “This is going to be great!” Don’t you remember what happened the last SOPHIE JODOIN (ext. 222) 
; ; pe eet ees ee ACCOUNT MANAGER 
? 3 > 3 ? : 
time you saw Batman’ He’d turned SO.. -hegative. So grim. But that 5 the way you like him, isn’t it? GENEVIEVE ROSSIGNOL (ext, 224) 
Then there’s this new guy you’re jonesing to meet, I think his name is Hancock. Yes, he’s strong. He SALES COORDINATOR 
can fling whales as easily as most guys can fling Frisbees. But he also drinks too much, he rarely thinks acai Ga 
about the consequences of his actions, and he’s been known to hook up with really young girls. ATLANTIC CANADA 902.576.3131 
And Hellboy? Need I remind you he’s actually from hell? Is that what you really want? Gene ΣΕ ΒΕ το νυ 
Yeah, me too. SPECIAL THANKS VERONIQUE ALARIE, 
ἡ Ν - - - band : ; - MATHIEU CHANTELOIS, JOAN GRANT, 
In “Fallen Hero,” page 34, Will Smith explains Hancock’s “authentic look at an alcoholic superhero. ELLIS JACOB, PAT MARSHALL, 
And since convincing us that a disturbed superhero is much more interesting than a caring and DAN MCGRATH, SUSAN REGINELLI 
compassionate one may be a challenge, his co-stars Jason Bateman and Charlize Theron chime in to ΠΡ 
stand up for their man. by Cineplex Entertainment. Subscriptions are 
: : ae ; ΝΕ $31.50 (930 - GST) a year in Canada, $45 a year in 
You get two bad boys for the price of one with Christian Bale’s Batman, and in “A Dark and Stormy the U.S. and $55 a year overseas. Single copies are $3. 
- ᾽» > : . « : Back issues are $6. All subscription inquiries, 
Knight,” page 22, Bale says that’s what makes being the caped crusader so enjoyable. “I love playing a ere ee eee 
the demonic Batman,” says Bale. “But the vacuous ass-playboy is just as much fun.” Yeah, I’ll bet. be directed to Famous magazine at 102 Atlantic Ave. 
: ᾿ : ἢ ϊ Ste. 100, Toronto, ON, M6K 1X9; or 416.539.8800; 
(That section also features a great — but, of course, now quite sad — interview with Heath Ledger or Famous@cineplex.com 
conducted shortly after filming had wrapped.) "- Publications Mail Agreement No. 40708019. 
Ron Perlman takes a shot at the sensitive metrosexual types we’re supposed to like in “Hell ofa Guy,” Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 
: . : : ᾿ Famous magazine, 102 Atlantic Ave., Suite 100, 
page 32. Perlman resurrects his famous comic book hero in this month’s Hellboy II: The Golden Army, Toronto, ΟΝ. M6K 1X9 
* Ὁ ae 
and it’s no mystery why we love Hellboy so he’s gruff and irritable, but he also loves kittens! opiubtiessaeal Same θαι εῖα ἰδι ρυϊθά 
Then we have 22-year-old Amanda Seyfried. She’s no superhero; no comic book character. Just a through Cineplex Entertainment and Alliance cinemas, 
ἢ εἰμὴ nthe bs ‘ f “al hinkshel hi HMV and other outlets. Famous magazine is not 
girl singing ABBA tunes In the big-screen version of Mamma Mia! But I think she knows something responsible for the return of unsolicited manuscripts, 
i i i “(Cin ΟἽ i ” i i artwork or other materials. No material in this magazine 
about falling for inappropriate guys. In (Singing and) Dancing Queen,” page 26, Seyfried admits a eee ee ea 
that, were they not already in relationships, she’d date all three of her male co-stars — Pierce Brosnan, the publisher. © Cineplex Entertainment 2008. 
Colin Firth and Stellan Skarsgard — despite an average age difference of about 30 years. 
MMe aD) # CCAR 
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Marni Weisz, editor 


6 FAMOUS» JULY 2008 


ἢ ll EET TTT ΜΙ] ΜΙ] 1] ]]]!]Π]1}]] 


Δ GISELE BUNDCHEN 
RYAN GOSLING 
CAMERON DIAZ 
ANNE HATHAWAY 
JULIA ROBERTS 


cCTTT titi re | 


of WV 
= 


4 


μὰ Li 
_ || 
———_—_—_— 


1 


Me, 


" # 
" 


8 FAMOUS» JULY 2008 


al, Under the cover of an 
umbrella, a nattily dressed 
Ryan Gosling arrives on the 
New York set of All Good Things. 
Gosling plays a rich 1980s 
realestate magnate linked 

to the disappearance of a girl 
(Kirsten Dunst) from the 

wrong side of the tracks. 

Yeah, he looks guilty. 
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Gisele Bundchen attends 

the “Superheroes: Fashion 
and Fantasy” gala at the 
Costume Institute in New York. 
Her superpower? She can 
squeeze through the tiniest 
cracks just by turning sideways. 
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Aha! Here’s proof that 

Anne Hathaway doesn't roll 
out of bed with those bouncy 
brown locks. The actor heads to 
the New York set of her upcoming 
comedy Bride Wars with pins and 
curlers in her hair. 
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Ciao, babies. Julia Roberts 
4 and hubbie Danny Moder 
finish up a Vespa ride through 
the cobblestone streets of Rome. 
Roberts is in Italy shooting the 
thriller Duplicity with Clive Owen. 
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They're making a 

Coneheads sequel with 
Cameron Diaz?! We wish. The 
bald cap was actually for Diaz’ 
movie My Sister’s Keeper, which 
was shooting on the Santa Monica 
Pier. She plays the mother of two 
sisters, one with leukemia, and 
the other conceived as a genetic 
match so she could donate blood 
and bone marrow. 
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The otherworldly origins of the X-Files poster. 


How much would you pay for the Ten Commandments? 


Γι ᾿ ΤᾺ 


| WANT TO 
BELIEVE. 


pie-plate shaped UFO 
hovering above a patch 
of trees. The words 
“| Want to Believe” in 
white block letters. X Files fans 
immediately recognize this as 
the poster that’s been hanging 
on Fox Mulder’s wall since 
Day One. So they understand the 
Significance of the new movie's 
title, X Files: | Want to Believe. But 
where did the poster come from? 
Created by the show’s 
production team, it’s widely 
believed the photo was taken by 
Billy Meier, a 71-year-old Swiss 


ol τος. 


THE TRUTHIS. ==" 


NL Dae 


farmer who claims he’s had 

more than 100 face-to-face and 
telepathic visits with aliens since 
of the age five. He refers to many 
of these aliens by name — Sfath, 
Asket, Semjase. 

Meier has travelled the world 
photographing said aliens and 
their crafts, which he calls 
beamships. Haunting simply as 
pieces of art (their authenticity 
has, not surprisingly, been 
disputed], most of the images 
(like the one below) beara 1950s 
feel similar to that of the poster. 

But while representatives 
for Meier's organization, the 
Free Community of 
Interests forthe 
Fringe and Spiritual 
Sciences and 
UFOlogical Studies, or 
FIGU (the acronym 
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works in German], acknowledge 
the poster seems to be inspired 
by Meier’s pics, they don't 
believe the shot Is one of theirs. 
“I think the creators of 
The X Files wanted to avoid a 
copyright fight with Billy Meier,” 
says FIGU Switzerland 
representative Christian Frehner. 
Frehner says the ironic thing 
is that “| Want to Believe” is 


contradictory to his group’s 
beliefs, calling it a “really silly 
sentence and far, far away from 
everything Billy Meier and FIGU 
Stands for.” 


iif δ > 


THIS MONTH'S QBJET DE 
FILM > THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS 


Why? “We are trying to avoid 
‘to believe’ because believing is not 
knowing,” says Frehner. “The object 
of ‘belief’ can never be proven and is, 
therefore, unreal. Belief is the 
foundation of religions, which, 
in turn, are responsible for the 
enslavement of the people's thinking 
and acting. We FIGU members are 
Striving for the truth in all things, the 
facts, logic and natural laws.” —MW 

continued 
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ITS ADVOCATES say it’s the way of the 
future, the naysayers insist we’ve been here 
before. Regardless, with this month’s 
release of Journey to the Center of the Earth 3D 
— the first live-action feature film shot 


entirely in digital 3D — we are on our way to a new era of jump-from-the-screen movies. 
Over the next few years dozens of flicks will be made specifically for 3D release. Meanwhile, 


theatres are rushing to upgrade projectors and screens to accommodate the new technology, 
and cinemas without 3D capability will show 2D versions of most of these films. Check 
Cineplex.com to see if there’s a 3D cinema near you. —MW 


SIX 3D MOVIES TO WATCH FOR: 


August 8, 2008: 

FLY ME TO THE MOON. 
Three bulbous blue 
flies stow away on 
the first manned 
flight to the moon. 
Listen for the voices 
of Ed Begley Jr., 

Tim Curry and the 
man himself, 

Buzz Aldrin, in this 
animated feature. 
_—— aes 
January 23, 2009: 

MY BLOODY 
VALENTINE 3D. The 
technology returns to 
its horror roots witha 
remake of the 1981 
slasher about a guy 
who, 10 years after a 


series of grisly 
murders in his 
hometown, finally 
returns...only to 
have the killings start 
again. Will there bea 
thrusting pickaxe? 
Of course! 
a ae 
February 6, 2009: 
CORALINE. From 
director Henry Selick 
(The Nightmare Before 
Christmas) comes 
this off-kilter 
animated fantasy 
about an odd girl 
(voiced by Dakota 
Fanning) who walks 
through a door and 
discovers there’s an 


alternate version of 
her own life on the 
other side. 
es] 
March 27, 2009: 
MONSTERS VS. 
ALIENS. Reese 
Witherspoon and 
Seth Rogen lend their 
pipes to this 1950s 
B-movie inspired 
animated comedy 
about a girl who’s hit 
by a meteor (in 3D!) 
and turns into a giant 
monster (in 3D!). 
ee al 
December 18, 2009: 
AVATAR. James 
Cameron hasn’t 
directed a feature film 


since 1997’s Titanic. 
Instead he’s spent 
much of the past 
decade obsessed with 
making the first truly 
kick-ass 3D movie. 
The resulting film 
cost $200-million 
(U.S.) and stars 
Australian actor 

Sam Worthington as 
an ex-marine sent to 
settle a faraway 
planet. 
Sa 
March 5, 2010: 

ALICE IN 
WONDERLAND. 

Tim Burton. Giant 
mushrooms. 3D. 
That’s enough, no? 
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ON 
HOME 


FILMS SHOOTING 
ACROSS CANADA 
THIS MONTH 


Amelia Earhart probably didn't 
spend this much time in Canada 
when she was alive. 
A few months ago 
was in Toronto to play Earhart — 
the groundbreaking female pilot 
who mysteriously disappeared 
during a 193? flight — for 
the bio-pic Amelia, and now 
is in Burnaby, B.C., 
to play what promises to be a 
much lighter version of Earhart. 
That’s because Adams’ Earhart is 
the female lead (and possibly 
love interest? } in 'S 
sequel, Night at the Museum II: 
Escape from the Smithsonian. 
Shooting is underway at 
Burnaby’s Mammoth Studios 
and could last until mid- 
September. If you live in Burnaby 
keep your eyes peeled for other 
cast members, like Stiller, 
᾿ and 
,who returns as the 
miniature cowboy Jedediah. 
—MW 


You spot your crusn 
at the Movies. YOu! 
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Jake Gyllenhaal, Tobey Maguire and Kate Hudson 
ΣΙ up fOr NEW MOVIES -- sy ΙΝΘΕῚΡ RANDOJA 


Hudson 
Picks Up a Brush 


Kate Hudson will portray 
real-life painter Margaret 
Keane in the bio-pic Big Eyes. 
Keane’s husband, Walter, 
signed his name to her 
paintings of doe-eyed women 
and children that were 
immensely popular back in 
the ’60s. Ultimately, she 
had to go to court to prove 
she was the real artist. 
Thomas Haden Church will 
play Walter, while directing 
team Scott Alexander and 
Larry Karaszewski go 
behind the camera. 


ROYAL ROLE 


Hollywood's inability to turn hit videogames into hit movies — D.0.A. really was D.0.A. — has plagued the 
industry, which is why the announcement that Jake Gyllenhaal has been cast to play the titular Prince 
in the film adaptation of the action game Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time is so exciting. Finally, a 
cutie-pie A-lister who just might be able to attract female viewers who've traditionally shunned the 
videogame-movie genre. Gyllenhaal is joined by up-and-coming British actor Gemma Arterton, who'll get 
plenty of attention this November when she stars opposite Daniel Craig as a British agent in the new 
Bond film, Quantum of Solace. Also good news, chick-friendly director Mike Newell (Four Weddings anda 
Funeral, Mona Lisa Smile) is slated to direct. Look for Prince to hit screens next summer. 


MUTED 


Tobey Maguire takes his subdued 
screen presence to the next level 
when he stars in Quiet Type, which 
focuses on a mute man whotravels 
to New York City to fulfill his dream of 
leading an orchestra. Screenwriter 
Richard LaGravenese (PS. / Love 
You) pens the script, but there’s no 
word yet on a director or co-stars. 


Ewan McGregor will play Hilary Swank’s lover in Amelia. 

In Heartless, Jim Sturgess is a man trying to get out of his 
pact with the Devil. > Comedian Rainn Wilson joins the cast 
of Transformers 2. > The Greatest stars Pierce Brosnan and 
Susan Sarandon as parents grieving over the death of their 
teenage son. => Look for fom Cruise and Ben Stiller to team up 
for Hardy Boys, which finds former teen sleuths the Hardy Boys 
plying their trade as adults. 
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Class-leading® fuel economy at 36 MPG® (7.9L/100 km) Highway. 
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Higher entertainment technology than Hyundai Sante Fe. We could go on, but we think you get the point. When it 
comes to crossovers, there’s just no comparison... the all-new Dodge Journey kicks some serious liftgate. But don’t 
just take our word for it. Compare and Crossover for yourself and see how Dodge Journey gives you more for less. 
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Jay Baruchel’s Halifax-shot 
black comedy Just Buried 
opens July 18th. 


©2008 Samsung Electronics Canada, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. Screen images are simulated. 


BARUCHEL 


STANDS 
ON GUARD 
FOR THEE 


ou May recognize Jay Baruchel from his 
starring role on the Judd Apatow TV series Undeclared, or as 
Seth Rogen’s friend who peeks into the delivery room in 
Knocked Up. Next month, he’ll share the screen with Ben Stiller and 
Robert Downey Jr. as part of Tropic Thunder’s motley troupe of actors. 
Big roles. So why did the 26-year-old Ottawa-born, Montreal-raised 
actor sign up for this month’s Just Buried, a little Halifax-shot black 
comedy about an awkward loser who inherits a funeral home? 
“Basically, I’m happiest when I’m in Canada,” Baruchel says over 
the phone from the Pittsburgh set of his next big pic, She’s Out of My 
League. “|Just Buried] is the marriage of my two favourite things, 
movies and the best country in the world.” 
Yet another Canuck actor pandering to the hometown crowd? 
Well, Baruchel may actually mean it. This guy still lives in Montreal, 
sharing an apartment with two friends he’s known since they were 
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15. He hates L.A. (“it’s too hot, nobody walks anywhere”), and if he’s 
away from Montreal for more than two months, suffers acute 
homesickness, an illness that has left a permanent mark in the fom 
of a maple leaf tattoo over his heart. 

“I got that about five years ago in one of my more homesick 
moments,” Baruchel confirms. “I went down to a tattoo parlour in 
L.A., gave them my passport and told them to trace the maple leaf.” 

Baruchel may be a junior member of Apatow’s posse and Stiller’s 
Brat Pack, and is “truly honoured to be a part of either,” although 
admits he finds comedy “a bit too cliquish.” 

Then he adds, “At the same time, it’s hard to believe I’m part of 
any clique when I’m at home on the couch in Montreal playing 
videogames, and the cat is puking on the floor next to me.” [ἢ 
{{{ΠΠΠ|||||{Π||||Π|||||||{|{Π||Π|Π|||Π||||Π|||Π|||{Π||||||Π|||Π||{Π|{Π||{Π|ΠΠΠ|{Π||Π|ΠΠ||Π|Π|Π|{Π|ΠΠ|ΠΠΠ|Π||{ΠΠ||{||||{|Π|Π|ΠΠ{Π|||{ 

Marni Weisz 
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A Kit Kittredge: An American Girl | Hancock 

While other 12-year-old girls are playing Lucy in Grade Eight productions of You're a Good Man : Will Smithis Hancock, a bitter, alcoholic 
Charlie Brown, Abigail Breslin is appearing in her third film of the year (she already has : superhero who leaves a trail of destruction 
Definitely, Maybe and Nim’s Island under her belt). Set during the Great Depression, andbasedon : everytime he gets off his lazy butt to save 
the line of American Girls dolls and books, this family drama finds Kit Kittredge (Breslin] tryingto | the day. Entera PR guy (Jason Bateman] 
become a newspaper reporter to help her financially strapped family. This is Canadian director : who sets out to retool Hancock’s image. 
Patricia Rozema’s first feature film since 1999’s Mansfield Park. ' See Will Smith interview, page 34. 


Brick Lane >» 

Based on Monica Ali’s acclaimed 
novel, this British drama focuses on 
Nazneen (Tannishtha Chatterjee ], πῆς j 
who leaves her family in Bangladesh ᾿ . | aa A Log on to: www.scene.ca/promo/snax Ὁ) Enter your SCENE membership number 3 Enter the promo code printed on 
to move to East London and marry . "» a q or join SCENE and become a member the inside of the box and receive 
an older man. For 20 years she's | 2 7 25 BONUS SCENE POINTS 
raised a family and put her own r : , “a2 ' ΔΙ. ΔΙ Ε EXCLLIGIVELY 
desires and dreams aside, 

but that all changes when she 
meets the charismatic Karim 


(Christopher Simpson). 4 continued > — C_ ΓΞ | a " - Fi Oo PPERS 


Receive 25 BONUS SCENE POINTS with the purchase of CINEPLEX BIG SCREEN SNAX MICROWAVE POPCORN. κ᾿ 
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Meet Dave 
A crew of tiny aliens arrives on 
Earth in a ship disguised to look 
like a human, in fact it looks exactly 
like the ship’s captain, Dave 
(Eddie Murphy}. Learning to make 
sense of human behaviour becomes 
Dave the ship’s biggest priority, 
especially when a single mom 
(Elizabeth Banks} falls for hir/it. 


Hellboy Il: The Golden Army 


He loves cats, Baby Ruth candy bars and just happens to be the 
spawn of Satan. Hellboy (Ron Perlman) returns in this sequel that pits 
the big red monster and his team from the Bureau of Paranormal 
Research and Defense against Nuada, the nasty Prince of Elves, who 
raises the robotic Golden Army in order to attack mankind. 

See Ron Perlman interview, page 30. 


Space Chimps 
HAM III (voiced by Andy Samberg] 
is the grandson of HAM, the first 
chimp launched into space by 
NASA, back in 1961. Although 
HAM Illis happy performing ina 
circus, when NASA (and an 
opportunistic senator) call on 
him and two other simians — 
LUNA (Cheryl Hines) and TITAN 
(Patrick Warburton) — to 

blast off into space and track 
down a wayward probe that's 
disappeared inside a 

wormhole, he responds to 

the challenge. 
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Journey tothe 
Center of the Earth 3D 
Don't be embarrassed If you find 
yourself swatting away 
prehistoric bugs or ducking 
falling boulders while watching 
this digital 3D re-imagining of 
Jules Verne's classic tale. 
Brendan Fraser, Anita Briem and 
Josh Hutcherson are the three 
travellers who journey deep 
inside the Earth's core and 
stumble upon a strange world. 
Director Eric Brevig shot the film 
using both 3D and regular 
cameras, So audiences can see 
the movie in either format. 


The Wackness 
A drug-dealing teenager named Luke (Josh Peck} becomes buddies 
with his erratic, pot-smoking therapist (Ben Kingsley), and falls in 
love with the good doctor’s stepdaughter (Juno’s Olivia Thirlby). 
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Lou Reed's Berlin 
In 2006, rocker Lou Reed 
performed Berlin — his 
heralded 1973 concept album 
— live over five nights at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse in 
Brooklyn, New York. 
Artist/filmmaker Julian 
Schnabel [ The Diving Bell and 
the Butterfly} was there to 
document the singular event. 


X Files: | Want to Believe 
FBI agents Scully (Gillian Anderson) and Mulder (David Duchovny) are back — and looking pretty much 
the way they did when we last saw them — searching for the elusive “truth” that is “out there” somewhere. 
The plot is a heavily guarded secret, but unless we've really been thrown off by director Chris Carter’s 
subterfuge, expect It to involve the disappearance of young women in rural Virginia, secret medical 
experiments and a shady priest. 


Mamma Mia! 

The hit Broadway show built 
around chart-topping ABBA 
tunes is finally transformed into 
a big-screen musical. Amanda 
Seyfried stars as Sophie, a 
young woman who is about to 
get married on her Greek island 
home. She doesn't know who her 
father is, but she does know the 
three possible candidates — 
Pierce Brosnan, Colin Firth and 
Stellan Skarsgard — and secretly 
invites them to her wedding, to 
the chagrin of her mother 
(Meryl Streep]. See Amanda 
Seyfried interview, page 26. 


The Dark Knight 


Is it morbid to want to see 
Heath Ledger's tortured turn as 
Batman’s (Christian Bale} arch- 
enemy, The Joker, in this sequel 
to Batman Begins? There are, of 
course, other reasons to 566 the 
flick, beginning with Bale’s 
brooding, despondent portrayal 
of Batman, and the chance to 
566 newcomers Aaron Eckhart 
as Harvey Dent/Two-Face and 
Maggie Gyllenhaal as a more 
sophisticated Rachel Dawes 
(she replaces Katie Holmes). 
See Christian Bale and Heath 
Ledger interviews, page 22. 
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SPECIAL 


on the Big 
screen 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
July 20: Stars from 
Raw, SmackDown 
and ECW gather for 
their annual rumble 
inside the ropes. 


PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 


Step Brothers 
When Brennan’s (Will Ferrell} 
mom and Dale’s (John C. Reilly} 
dad get hitched, the two adult 
losers become step brothers. At 
first they hate each other, but 
soon realize their shared 
adolescent personalities make 
them BFFs. Director Adam McKay 
gets behind the camera for the 
boys-will-be-boys comedy, his 
third with Ferrell after Anchorman 
and /alladega Nights. 


The Longshots 

Limp Bizkit frontman Fred Durst 
directs this based-on-a-true- 
story sports flick about 
11-year-old Jasmine Plummer 
(Keke Palmer], the first girl to 
play in a Pop Warner football 
league tournament. And not only 
does she play, she’s her team’s 
quarterback, who gets some 
extra coaching from her 

Uncle Curtis (Ice Cube), a former 
high school football star. 
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INTERVIEW CHRISTIAN BALE 


If you thought 


DARK AND STORMY 


’s first turn as Batman was intense, 


you ain’t seen nothing yet. The hard-working actor and his director, 
Christop eT Nolan, talk The Dark Knight BY BOB THOMPSON 


hristian Bale doesn’t pretend to be a celebrity, but 
he does have a famous sense of commitment to his 
craft. That dedication helped him during filming of 
The Dark Knight, Christopher Nolan’s follow up to the 
reboot of the Batman film franchise, Batman Begins. 
“Christian locks those eyes on you, and that’s 
it,” says Nolan in an interview at Pasadena’s Ritz 
Carlton Hotel. “His attention to detail is incredible, 
and so is his nuance. He’s mature way beyond his acting years.” 
Bale’s work ethic paid off when he squeezed into a painfully tight 
Batsuit to play billionaire playboy Bruce Wayne, and his alter ego 


22 FAMOUS» JULY 2008 


Batman, in Batman Begins, and likely will again with the sequel. 
By all reports, The Dark Knight (co-written by Christopher Nolan 
and his brother Jonathan Nolan) is even more threatening than the 
first entry in this re-invented franchise. In this film, again shot most- 
ly in and around Chicago, Bale’s Batman faces off with The Joker — 
portrayed by the dearly departed Heath Ledger — a bank-robbing 
psychopath who’s trying to elevate crime to anew levelin Gotham. 
Much has been made of The Dark Knight’s freakier tone and 
Ledger’s creepy clown, apparently way more disturbing and a great 
deal more frightening than Jack Nicholson’s cartoonish take on the 
villain from Tim Burton’s 1989 Batman. Certainly, continued 


cam THIS MEstTHE- SECRET AGENT / 


Holo-Monocle 
Look at your enemy and 
become him. Then mess 
with his mind. 


Chrome Dome 

A rust-resistant melon protects 
fragile wiring and those secret 
agent-type secrets. 
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Cuff Link Bombs [ee 
Every secret agent needs ™ 
bombs. And linked cuffs. 
Done and done. 


Tie-A-Rang 

Danger lurks at every formal 
shindig. For that, a razor-equipped 
boomerang bowtie, naturally. 


Solid Steel Tux 
Look sharp. Be sharp. 


Jet Boots 
The only thing sneakier 
than sneakers. 
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When the most difficult, secret and dangerous missions 

EVERYONE 10-- in the galaxy need to be solved, there’s only one robot to 

® Animated Blood Sint Si turn to: Secret Agent Clank. Ratchet has been wrongfully 

kets — [ — a jailed and it’s up to you to free him and clear his name. 

Mild Suggestive Themes , : Embark on a top-secret intergalactic rescue mission, 

MEME Tobacco Reference διδὸν ® using state-of-the-art gadgets to overcome challenges 

SSE in stealth, puzzle-solving and hand-to-hand combat. You'll 
need to use everything you’ve got. Literally. 
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Secret Agent Clank is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. Developed by High Impact Games. ©2008 Sony Computer Entertainment America Inc. 
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2.9.9 Ledger’s death afew months after The Dark Knight 


wrapped only adds to the gloomy overtone. 

Returning are Alfred the Butler (Michael Caine) 
and Lieutenant Jim Gordon (Gary Oldman). New- 
comers include Aaron Eckhart as District Attorney 
Harvey Dent (on the verge of becoming the villain 
Two-Face) and Maggie Gyllenhaal, replacing Katie 
Holmes as Bruce Wayne’s friend and do-gooding 
Assistant District Attorney Rachel Dawes. Look for 
a love triangle between Wayne, Dawes and Dent. 

There’s also a new Batsuit, which is reconfigured 
so Bale can swivel his head inside the cowl (the orig- 
inal cowl gave him headaches). There’s a Batcycle 
re-imagined as a Batpod. And to add to the immer- 
sive experience, Nolan used an IMAX camera to 
shoot four pivotal sequences, including the first 
appearance of Ledger’s Joker. So if you thought the 
first movie was menacing, prepare to tremble. 

But pushing boundaries is a positive thing as far 
as Bale is concerned. “We know now that people 
have supported what we achieved,” says the Welsh 
actor, also in Pasadena, in reference to the critical 
and financial success of 2005’s Batman Begins. “I 
have to say though that I always liked the idea of 
not knowing if people are going to like something. 
That always gives me a certain drive to improve.” 

Nolan still marvels at Bale’s capacity to involve 
himself in whatever he is assigned, whether it’s 
Suiting up for an action sequence or becoming a 
study in contemplation for a quieter scene. 

“I do like the times when I get totally consumed 
by things,” Bale agrees. “Those are the times I feel 
a purpose, which is when 1am the happiest in life.” 

For proof, look no further than Bale’s other 
roles, particularly the industrial worker with a 
terrible case of insomnia in 2004’s The Machinist. 
He dropped 60 pounds for that part, leaving him 
scrawny and emaciated just before he had to pack 
on the muscle for Batman Begins. 
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The Batsuit hangs ominously behind Bruce Wayne (Christian Bale). Right: Heath Ledger’s deformed villain, The Joker, stews in his jail cell 


Then there’s Rescue Dawn, the Vietnam war pic 
he made for German filmmaker Werner Herzog a 
few years ago. Herzog cast him as a fighter pilot 
shot down during the Vietnam War, who faced an 
even tougher challenge when he had to find a way 
to survive in the jungle. Filmed in Thailand, Bale 
ate maggots, rode on helicopter slats, was bitten 
by a snake and tortured by ants for the film, none 
of which he regrets. “C’mon,” he says, “how many 
times do you get to hang out of a helicopter zoom- 
ing low over the top of the jungles in Thailand?” 

In between the two Batman films, Bale decided 
to stick with Nolan for one more movie — 2006’s 
The Prestige, a turn-of-the-century drama about 
magicians. Bale says he was initially hesitant to 
ask Nolan about the role, “because I really didn’t 
know if Chris would only see me as Batman.” 

Turned out, Nolan had no problem imagining 
Bale in a completely different part. “I was the one 
who thought it would be a long road for Christian 
to do three films in a row with me, but he really 
seemed up for it,” says Nolan. Bale returns the com- 
pliment. “I think Chris is such a smart filmmaker, I 
always feel comfortable with his decisions,” he says. 

Like the decision to transform our hero Batman 
into a dangerous, obsessed vigilante as he bat- 
tles The Joker in The Dark Knight? Indeed, the 
newly made-over Joker — inspired by his dark 
and serious early appearances in the comic books 
— might be a lunatic psycho, but it seems like 
Bruce Wayne/Batman could be suffering from 
some burgeoning personality disorders of his 
own this time around. 

“That might true,” says Bale, smiling. “And I 
love playing the demonic Batman. But the vacuous 
ass-playboy is just as much fun.” H 
{ΠΠΠΠ|Π|1Π|||Π||Π||1||||Π|||||||||{Π|||Π||||{Π|||||||||{Π||||||||||||||||||Π|||Π||ΠΠ||{Π||||||| 
Bob Thompson lives in Toronto where he writes 
about movies for the National Post. 
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Amanda Seyfried didn’t grow up on ABBA and had never 


= _ _ seen the stage version of Mamma Mia! But this girl can sing 
and dance, which was enough to put her on a Greek island, going 
toe-to-toe with Pierce Brosnan and Meryl Streep «+ sy sos srrauss 


manda Seyfried has been up all night. Not misbehaving 
like her old Mean Girls co-star Lindsay Lohan, but 
working hard on the Vancouver set of Jennifer’s Body, 
the hotly anticipated scary movie written by Juno’s 
Oscar-winning scribe Diablo Cody. 

This after she sang and danced her heart out in 
Mamma Mia!, the movie version of the popular 
ABBA stage show. She plays young Sophie, 
who secretly invites three older men to her 
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Greek island wedding in the hopes of determining which one of 
them is her father. Meryl Streep plays Sophie’s mom Donna, who 
has no idea her daughter has tracked down her three former 
lovers, and no idea which one is Sophie’s dad. As in the stage ver- 
sion, most scenes are punctuated with an appropriate musical 
number featuring the songs of Sweden’s most famous popsters, 
including “Honey, Honey,” “Chiquitita” and “Dancing Queen.” 
That’s some demanding work. But Seyfried, a 22-year-old former 
child model and soap opera actress (All My Children continued > 


[5] PHOTO BY PETER MOUNTAIN/KEYSTONE 


Fresh fragrances from ‘Jady Speed Stick, including Summer Citrus. 


Colgate-Palmolive Company *TM Reg'd/M.D. Anti-Perspirant, 


Big fat Greek wedding. 

Donna (Meryl Streep) helps her 
baby Sophie (Amanda Seyfried) 
prepare for the big event 


and As the World Turns), couldn’t be more 
pleasantly exhausted. “I feel like I need a 
wheelchair. I have, like, no energy,” she says 
over the phone from Vancouver. 


Well, you wanted to be a movie star. 
A: “I know. I love it. It’s like, this is the best 
year ever. I love going to work every day. I 
hate being off. If I sound depressed, it’s be- 
cause I have the day off!” 


Tell us a little about Jennifer’s Body. 
A: “It’s a horror movie, so there are a lot of 
special effects. But it’s acomedy as well, so it’s 
pretty unique. If you can compare it to any- 
thing, it’s like Shaun of the Dead. Obviously, 
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the stories are different. But it’s sooo funny; 
it’s not one of those structured, boring hor- 
ror movies.” 


You’re not the body, though. 
A: “No, Megan Fox is Jennifer. I play Needy, 
and Needy mainly has to save the town from 
Jennifer after she gets possessed and starts 
eating boys.” 


Sounds like a far cry from Mamma Mia! 
Though that movie seems to have a lot of 
things going on: singing, dancing, 
romance, paternity... 

A: “Yeah, there’s everything involved; 
jumping off cliffs as well. Singing was my 
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first love andI never even considered it after 
I started acting, but now I’m bringing it 
back into my life. I trained from the ages of 
11 to 17. WhenI moved to New York and got 
into serious acting, I just kind of abandoned 
the whole singing thing. But when I grew 
up in Pennsylvania I went to voice lessons 
once a week.” 


Tell us more about your early life. 
A: “I went back and forth between Manhat- 
tan and my hometown [Allentown] on a bus 
since I was 10, doing modelling for kids 
clothes and book covers and stuff. I got into 
that because a second cousin of mine was a 
model, and it was fun and glamorous for a 


young girl. My modelling agency sent me out 
on acting gigs, I ended up getting one and 
that was the beginning of the rest of my life.” 


Were you familiar with the play before 
you went up for the Mamma Mia! movie? 
A: “Not at all. When I heard about the audi- 
tion I thought, damn, I’m not Greek. Ithought 
it was about this Greek family. Then I found 
out it wasn’t and went to see the stage show 
in Vegas. The enthusiasm went up tenfold. I 
was like, ‘Ineed to get this part, this is mine, 
this is me. This is what I can do and I can 
sing.’ Now, I can die happy.” 


Was the dancing difficult? 
A: “The dancing wasn’t really hard at all. I did 
have trouble with one of the songs, ‘I Have a 
Dream,’ during the pre-records. It’s a tough 
song for anybody to sing; it’s slow and the 
key is a bit low.” 


Pierce Brosnan, Colin Firth and Stellan 

Skarsgard play the guys who might be 
your father. Were they nice to you? 
A: “They’re the sweetest men I could ever 
have the pleasure of working with. They’re 
all so different, but we got along so well. We 
joked around and were on all of these amaz- 
ing island locations.... ἃ date every one of 
them! I mean, I would have, but now that I 
know them and know that they’re all mar- 
ried or engaged...” 


And Meryl Streep plays your mother. 

There’s a rumour going around that she’s 
our greatest living actress. How was she 
to work with? 
A: “Awful! No, she’s one of the most beautiful 
human beings someone could meet, in all 
aspects. If I’m intimidated by her, it’s my 
problem, she doesn’t really put that energy 
out there. Someone like me, you just have to 
forget all she’s accomplished and put your- 
self on the same level. She treated me like a 
peer, which was pretty awesome. I was only 
21 when I was working with her.” 


Were you familiar with ABBA before 

this movie came along? 

A: “My mother was very much of a hippie, 
so she didn’t partake in the whole ABBA 
phenomenon. As a result, I knew nothing 
about their music. But 111 tell you, I own 
every single song now! And I definitely listen 
to them; it makes me happy. And it’s actually 
pretty complex music, their chords and 
their rhythms and everything. Actually, I 
don’t really want people to know that I’m 
listening to ABBA; it’s kind of embarrassing 
because I’m in the movie.” 


Oh, you’ve got nothing to be ashamed 
of. Although you should do something 
about your Internet Movie Database page; 
all the quotes from you are about jeans. 

A: “And you can’t get ’em to do anything 
about it! Imean, those were taken totally out 
of context. I was at my first showbiz party, 
after the Daytime Emmy Awards, and this 
woman from TV Guide kept asking me about 
my fashion sense. I was a young Pennsylvania 
girl, and a little drunk, and she was like, ‘Let 
me just ask you 10,000 questions about 
jeans so you can look really stupid for the 
rest of your career.’ Basically, that’s what 
happened. Oh, it’s just so embarrassing. 
What a flake you must have thought I was!” 


Not at all. We figured it was something 
like that. Happens all the time. 
A: “Maybe I can just own it. Maybe ’lldoa 
huge jeans campaign! Good way to make 
money, too. [laughs] No. No fashion lines in 
my future.” Gi 
TELLER 
Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based writer. 
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I’ve been cheated by you 
since | don’t know when 

so | made up my mind 

it must come to an end 
look at me now 

willl ever learn 

! don't know how 

but! suddenly lose control 
there's a fire within my soul 
Just one look and | can hear a bell ring 
one more look 

and! forget everything 


Mamma mia, here | go again 

my, my, how can | resist you 

mamma mia, does it show again 

my, my, just how much I’ve missed you 
yes, I’ve been broken-hearted 

blue since the day we parted 

why, why did | ever let you go 

mamma mia, now | really know 

my, my, | could never let you go 


I’ve been angry and sad 

about things that you do 

[can't count all the times 

that I’ve told you we're through 
and when you go 

when you slam the door 

I think you know 

that you won't be away too long 
you know that I’m not that strong 
Just one look and | can hear a bell ring 
one more look 

and! forget everything 


Mamma mia, here | go again 

my, my, how can | resist you 
mamma mia, does it show again 
my, my, just how much I’ve missed you 
yes, I’ve been broken-hearted 
blue since the day we parted 
why, why did | ever let you go 
mamma mia, even if | say 

bye, bye, leave me now or never 
mamma mia, it’s a game we play 
bye, bye doesn't mean forever 


Mamma mia, here | go again 

my, my, how can | resist you 

mamma mia, does it show again 

my, my, just how much I’ve missed you 
yes, I’ve been broken-hearted 

blue since the day we parted 

why, why did | ever let you go 

mamma mia, now | really know 

my, my, | could never let you go 


Written by: Benny Andersson, 
Stig Anderson & Bjorn Ulvaeus 
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Pro sthetics , σοῦ ς οἵ red makeup β eing a larger-than-life, mountain of a 


| : man allows veteran character actor . . 
and even a pair of stubby horns | πὴ ἀν ΟΝ Δ oe ae ea Not valid at theatre locations. 


can't dis uise the distinctive face : L.A. hotel suite turned noisy press 

under He Iboy’s skin. Say hello to ; office and command complete attention. 

veteran actor man’s ξ Actors often require privacy for interviews 

? ; : but Perlman shows little concern for the 

MaT} and the star of Hellb Oy I: ; young female publicists working the phones 
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Clockwise from left: Ron Perlman’s 


Hellboy cradles Big Baby; 


Selma Blair plays Hellbou's girlfriend; 


the gang from the Bureau for 


Paranormal Research and Defense 


booming voice equal to his rock-hard torso, wide 
shoulders and chiselled chin, the 58-year-old Perlman 
drowns out the surrounding activity with a single word. 
Well-known actors come off as people who live in a plush 
world far different from our own, but Perlman’s macho pres- 
ence seems connected with classic images of working guys from 
ordinary places; coal miners in West Virginia, or longshoremen 
in New York City (where Perlman was born and raised). 
He’s best known for roles in Alien: Resurrection, TV’s Beauty 
and the Beast and as the titular red-skinned demon hero of the 
2004 comic book adventure Hellboy, a role he revisits in this month’s 
Hellboy II: The Golden Army. 

The first film begins in 1944 when a portal to hell is briefly opened 
by Nazis, and out pops a tiny red baby demon. Raised by the kindly 
Professor Bruttenholm (John Hurt), head of the government’s secret 
Bureau for Paranormal Research and Defense, that babe grows up to 
be Hellboy, who then spends much of the movie battling the self- 
replicating demon Sammael. 

In the sequel, a longstanding truce between humans and the 
mythical creatures that live below Earth’s crust is in jeopardy. Nuada, 
Prince of the Elves, has an evil plan to tip the balance of power to the 
underworld by resurrecting the unstoppable Golden Army. It’s up to 
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brawny-but-sensitive Hellboy to stop Nuada and restore peace. 
Like the first film, the second is directed by Mexican filmmaker 
Guillermo del Toro (Pan’s Labyrinth). 
Nearly as big and strong as Hellboy himself, Perlman stands tall as 
a Hollywood rarity — a true blue muscleman. Just don’t call him an 
alpha male. Trust me, you don’t want to get him mad. 


I look at you and I see a classic muscleman, the epitome 
of the alpha male. Yet, what do we read in the magazines, 
we live in the era of the “metrosexual,” the sensitive male. 
Do you feel like a man out of time? 

“I got a lot of stuff to worry about, man [raising his trademark, 
booming voice]. 1 got two kids and I’m trying to keep out of trouble. 
I don’t have an answer or an opinion, in fact.” 


Do you think of yourself as caught between the fading era of 
the alpha male and these all-the-rage metrosexual heroes, you 
know, the Tobey Maguires of the world? 

“The term metrosexual has been made relevant by a culture that 
has way too much time on its hands to examine things that are of no 
importance. That particular nomenclature is just an offshoot of a 
world gone mad, a world with its priorities askew. This metrosexual, 
this is a guy who mostly lives in two places, the eastern seaboard and 
the western seaboard. I think when you go to places like Sandusky, 
Ohio, or Rawlins, Wyoming, there aren’t many guys who are picking 
out clothes for their wife or talking about whether it’s better to have 
fettuccine or linguini with the morels in their pasta.” 


Your filmography goes on for miles. Do you think of 
yourself more as a character actor? Certainly, the Hellboy 
movies have made you a leading man, although one with 
devil horns and red skin. 

“I do work a lot; so I guess Iam more of a character-actor type. I 
have a family to support. It’s a job. I’ve done my share of forgettable 
stuff. I’ve also worked with incredible talent.” 


Incredible, is that a word you would use to 
describe Guillermo del Toro? 

“When you see one of Guillermo’s films, you’re watching 
moviemaking at its greatest. You’re seeing images and characters 
only possible in cinema. I don’t think there is another medium that 
would allow Guillermo the chance to work his magic.” 


Is that why you returned to your role as Hellboy, for del Toro? 
Special-effects extravaganzas are hard work. 

“You don’t run from genius; you run towards it. It’s hard, 
backbreaking work on the Hellboy movies but I wouldn’t miss the 
opportunity for the world.” 
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People may not know your name but they know 
your face from all the work. In fact, it’s safe to say you 
have a number of cult followings. 

“Yeah, some of the moms still come up to me and talk about 
Beauty and the Beast. Their sons want to talk Hellboy.” 


People recognize you from Hellboy? 

“Oh yeah, this face stands out from anything, monster makeup, 
special effects, anything. Guillermo has made me into a comic book 
hero and I’m forever grateful.” 


Any highlights in your long career? 

“IT worked with Marlon Brando on The Island of Dr. Moreau, the 
only time in my life I worked with him. He wore an earpiece for the 
dialogue, to help make him more spontaneous. I loved being around 
him and I was so busy watching him I forgot to play my role. So Brando 
looked at me and said, ‘Hey fatso, it’s your line.’ And I thought, oh 
crap, he’s talking to me!” 


I loved Hellboy but when I look at you, I imagine, what if you 
worked 50 years ago with directing greats like Sam Fuller and 
Howard Hawks? I think of what fantastic characters they would 
have created for that rock of a face of yours. Do you wish you 
worked in the Golden Age of Hollywood? 

“That would be cool. When I’m not working I watch old Howard 
Hawks and Sam Fuller movies and I always felt like I would give any- 
thing to spend 72 hours back in the ’40s. To share a soundstage with 
Hawks or Fuller, I would have loved that. Those guys were geniuses. 
Thank you for saying that. It really means a lot to me. You made up 
for all your crap metrosexual questions. You saved the interview.” 
FINNIE 
Steve Ramos is a Cincinnati-based entertainment writer and 
the box-office columnist for indieWire. 


HOBBIT BOY 


Everyone knows the Hellboy franchise 

is Guillermo del Toro’s baby, but 

now he’s stepping into another 

filmmaker’s prized territory by , Guillermo 
agreeing to direct the Lord of the 


Rings’ prequel, The Hobbit,thus Ὁ ; pea 


del Toro 


taking over Middle Earth from 
LotR’s maestro Peter Jackson (who. 
executive produces the project). 

The Hobbitwill actually be split 2. 
into two movies and del Toro 
acknowledges his vision of ae 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s world must harmonize 
with what Jackson has already created. 
“I fellin love with The Hobbit,” del Toro tells 
ComingSoon.net, “but I’m marrying an entire 
mythology. It’s like meeting the family of a girl 
you're going to marry...you get them all.” —IR 
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It seems strange that 

buff, charismatic W 
has yet to play a big-screen 
superhero. Stranger still that 
when he finally did sign 
on for some superpower 
action it was to play a 
surly, alcoholic, all-around 


ACAWRE 7e11tT 


rArRriAa = Ξ - Ξε" 
1ipicCdadodailit oUY BY BOB STRAUSS 


a1 


ill Smith playing a superhero. 


Sounds like a natural summer movie concept, right? The reliable superstar, 
a.k.a. Mr. Fourth of July, whose last movie I Am Legend dominated the 
Christmas season, in the most popular genre of the decade. 

But when you look closer at Hancock, you see why this particular 
action-comedy is a bit more of a question mark. 

“It’s funny,” Smith says. “Michael Mann [who directed the actor to his 
first Oscar-nominated turn in Ali] developed a script about an alcoholic 
superhero. So it’s the ‘authentic’ look at an alcoholic superhero. You know, 
what does that mean? What would happen if someone was a drunk and 
they could fly? It’s fun and it’s a laugh riot, but it is so bizarre.” 

Though Smith is as well known for his light, likeable touch as he is for 
his increasingly weighty dramatic chops, producer Mann doesn’t make 
day-at-the-beach movies; he makes stuff like Heat and Collateral. Hancock 
director Peter Berg has one serviceable action romp, The Rundown, on his 
résumé. But he leans toward dramas like The Kingdom and Friday Night 
Lights. The closest thing Berg’s done to a comedy is Very Bad Things, about a 
group of friends who turn on each other after a prostitute dies during their 
bachelor party. That one was as nihilistic and midnight black as they come. 

Needless to say, Hancock’s complex and ambivalent elements certainly 
make it stand out from the comic-book movie pack. 

“It’s got a lot of interesting tones,” explains co-star Jason Bateman, a 
sitcom kid who, like the Fresh Prince before him, has made the leap from 
an attention-getting series (Arrested Development) to notable movie work 
(The Kingdom, Juno). “It’s action, it’s drama, it’s comedy. continued 
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And with Pete Berg directing it, they definitely wanted to embrace 
those multiple tones, as opposed to having somebody just deliver a 
popcorn commercial film. There are a lot of different things that I 
hope we delivered well. It won't be just a typical summer movie, but 
will stand up to some highbrow scrutiny.” 

As for the film’s plot, Bateman explains. “People don’t like Will’s 
down-and-out superhero because he’s so drunk, when he solves 
crimes he causes a lot of collateral damage. Early in the film he saves 
my life, and to pay him back I tell him I’m going to revamp his image 
for him because I’m in corporate PR. And so we’re well into that — 
I’m buying him a cape and telling him how to do news conferences 
and all that kind of crap — and then he starts to fall for my wife, 
Charlize Theron. This creates a contentious love triangle, et cetera.” 

“I don’t even know what to say about this movie because it’s going 
to sound so pretentious, but it’s the most original thing I’ve ever 
seen in my life,” says Theron, who after Aeon Flux, her own unhappy 
attempt at superheroics, has pretty much stuck to realistic dramas. 


Di] D 5 
J WARRIUR 


TITLE RELEASE DATE DOMESTIC GROSS (U.S. ] 
July s. 1996 $306,162,268 
Jn ὦ, 18 $250 51) 590 
July 3, 2002 $ 190,418,803 
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“It kind of gives the middle finger to the genre. There were days 
when we were shooting when I looked at Will and said, ‘What the 
hell are we doing? I don’t even know what’s going on right now.’ But 
it was really interesting to shoot out of continuity and try to figure 
out where you’re hitting what. Because it’s not just silly comedy. 
There’s a lot of heavy stuff in this; really, really heavy stuff.” 

All the better for Smith, who’s been leveraging his massive popu- 
larity to stretch as an actor in recent years. Audiences were happy to 
follow their glib, self-assured hero down more dramatic avenues in 
his last two films, Legend and The Pursuit of Happyness. Hancock may 
be a return to comedy, but it’s of a much edgier nature than before. 

Yet that Big Willy confidence should still attract lots of customers. 

“This is one of those times in my career when I feel almost like an 
athlete as an actor,” Smith says. “Like I’m better than I’ve ever been, 
like there’s so much that I can deliver emotionally and conceptually 
to an audience. I feel like over the next 10 years that I’ll make the best 


movies of my career. I’m in the best physical condition of my life and 
mentally prepared and love what I do.” 

“I think Will thought that if there was a director who could get in 
there and help him find his dark side, it was me,” Berg notes. “But 
look, we’re not making Leaving Las Vegas; there’s a difference between 
Nic Cage as an alcoholic and Will Smith in a PG-13 movie. I did this film 
for my seven-year-old son who wanted me to do a superhero movie. 
It’s probably darker than most superhero films, but it’s not Very Bad 
Things; not at this budget with a Fourth of July release.” 

And with Smith in it, doing bad things or not, no one’s too worried 
that Hancock will lose money. 

“The guy could run for mayor, governor or president; I’d vote for 
all three of ’em,” Bateman says of his charismatic co-star. “He’s so 
nice and generous and blah blah blah.” 

“IT would make a film about tape recorders if Will Smith was in it,” 
says Theron. “I love the experience of being around him.” 


And that’s the superstar’s — and perhaps Hancock’s — ace in the 
hole. But Smith hasn’t gotten as far as he has by just counting on his 
innate appeal. He chooses his projects carefully. The way he talks 
about it, he almost sounds...well, humble isn’t the right word. But 
definitely more cautious than his bravado may suggest. 

“I actually don’t consider myself a huge risk-taker,” Smith reveals. 
“I’m a student of the patterns of the universe. So if I can figure out 
how something is seemingly risky but I’ve got the numbers on my 
side, I feel really comfortable taking a leap. Then it becomes about 
execution: can you get into that artistic place where you’re advancing 
an idea or a genre, and you can expend your energy in the most difficult 
area, rather than bumping your head around ideas that have already 
been proven or disproven? 

“But I’m a very, very practical person. I wear seatbelts in real life.” Hi 
ΠΠΠΠΠ|||{{Π||||||||||||||||||1||||||||||||{||||||||1||||||||||||{||||||{|||||||||||||||Π||||{|||||||||Π|||||Π|||||{Π|Π|||Π|Π|||||ΠΠ||||||} 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he is a freelance entertainment writer. 
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From Top Left: Will Smith (left), Jason Bateman and Charlize Theron; Smith says he’s in the best shape of his life, and we agree; Hancock does his thing 


allit “global culture” or even the “democratization of 

fashion,” but as the world shrinks, and the same 

floaty print top is available in Calgary, Caracas and 

the Czech Republic, how can we ever look unique? 

The answer is in the mix, or what fashion types 

love to call High/Low. And here’s some excellent 

news. Most of the necessary ingredients already reside in your closet. 
“The mix” is that artful blending of high-priced fashion (that designer 


top so terrifyingly expensive you're afraid to eat a meal while wearing 
it) worn with something low (that print cotton skirt so cheap you’re 
terrified a laundry cycle will shred it). 

Any beloved item, artfully worn with something from a different 
source — no head to toe designer looks please — is “the mix.” The 
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ultimate mixologist is Kate Moss, who can throw on a shredded old 
denim mini, ’80s vintage pirate boots (a trend she single-handedly 
resuscitated) and carry a Hermés Birkin bag and make the whole 
thing work. Her sartorial opposite, of course, is Posh Spice, she of the 
zillion Hermés bags who looks as if she’d break out in hives if forced 
to wear something from H&M. 

Right now is the best time to perfect High/Low. Fun disposable 
cotton clothing is summer incarnate, especially those inexpensive 
white separates that need replenishing each season. Anchor it all 
with a more expensive item like a bag or a watch. 

And remember to ignore the trends that don’t suit you (we're looking 
at you, weird vibrant yellow prairie skirt). The way you mixand match 
is all up to you, but you’d better get started right now. Summeris short. 
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Clarins Delicious Self Tanning Cream Extreme Cellular 
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From left: 

David Metcalf, 
Meredith Metcalf, 
Jessie Conklin, 


Kyle 


Gladden a 


τ odies of Water 
| isthe L.A.-based 
© indie quartet 
‘\\ that sounds like 
J) a’60s garage 
mw sroup/gospel 
choir/Arcade Fire cover 
band, all rolled into one. 
The band’s second CD, 
A Certain Feeling, hits 
shelves July 22nd. 

Singer David Metcalf is 
responsible for the group’s 
eclectic arrangements, 
which rely on the four- 
member band harmonizing 
and, sometimes, singing 
over one another. 

“T listen to older gospel 
quartets — which were 
usually five or six people — 
and we take cues from their 
arrangements,” says Metcalf 


via cellphone while walking 
his dog in his Highland Park 
neighbourhood. 

Metcalf was raised ina 
religious home and is 
inspired by ecclesiastical 
music. He started Bodies of 
Water with his wife, 
Meredith, and two friends, 
Kyle Gladden and Jessie 
Conklin, although Meredith, 
Kyle and Jessie didn’t really 
know how to play 
instruments. That didn’t 
stop the group from laying 
down sounds they found 
both strange and soothing. 

Their second CD is a more 
mature, more accomplished 
work, and Metcalf says 
widening his musical base 
helped him grow. 

“I was listening to a lot of 


Laurie Anderson, ’80s art 
rock while working on this 
record, and then I got really 
into Yes. I hadn’t really 
listened to them before and 
I liked them. I would have 
keeled over when I was 18 if 
I knew 10 years later I 
would be into prog rock. I 
would have thought, ‘Man, 
that stuff’s lame,’ and now 
I’m into seven-minute 
keyboard solos.” 
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, Limp Bizkit frontman 
Fred Durst isn’t on screen this month, rather 
he’s behind the camera, directing his second 
feature film, the sports flick The Longshots, 
about the first girl to play Pop Warner football 
(football’s version of Little League). Durst 
admits he always wanted to direct — even 
before he got involved with Limp Bizkit — 
and calls David Fincher a friend and mentor. 


YOU GOTTA HEAR THIS 


VEIN 2 
Alkaline Trio - Agony and Irony 
Totimoshi - Milagrosa 


Black Kids - Partie Traumatic 


Go to HMV.ca for more information 


[5] FRED DURST PHOTO BY JOHN SPELLMAN/KEYSTONE 
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Yes, it’s a fighting game. But Soulcalibur’s combat 
1S Just so darn genteel BY SCOTT GARDNER 


PS3, XBOX 360 


nlike most bare-knuckle, button-mashing videogame brawls, 
the acclaimed Soulcalibur series is part of a more genteel 
fighting tradition — one where beautiful, engaging characters 
test their skills with the elegant blades of a bygone age. More 
like Olympians than street fighters, these warriors — men, women and 
otherworldly beings — have come in search of vengeance, honour or 
salvation, driven by a desire to wield the magical Soul Swords. 

These supernatural swords are weapons, which, after causing 
much bloodshed and woe, became magically imbued with souls, and 
Soulcalibur IV promises to finally complete their backstory. And that’s a 
major difference between the Sou/series and many other fighting 
games — this one actually hasa story. It ain't Ulysses, but at least 
there's a reasonably compelling single-player mode. 

Also key to Soulcalibur appeal are its mystical Far East vibe, 
flowing, anime-style visuals, and now, online matches. The game 
features more than 30 customizable characters (including Darth Vader 
and Yoda! ) brandishing every pointy, pre-gunpowder weapon 
imaginable. And there's also some serious girl power, which maximizes 
these consoles’ ample power to render shiny lips and tackle the 
complex physics of string-top battle bras. 

While artistic flourishes sometimes mask weak gameplay, this 
edition again boasts a deep and varied combat system. Instead of just 
hammering the “X” button until an opponent’s wrists give out, success 
requires tactics, timing and even a little psychology. So it’s not all 
sunshine and lollipops — even the comeliest combatants are, after all, 
trying to stick their elegant blades in each other. They're just, you know, 
classy about it. 

RELEASE DATE: 00 
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Beijing 2008 


Until next month, the Olympic 
motto will have to be “faster, 
higher, stronger — and quicker 
thumbs.” Beijing 2008 collects 
35 events (267 fewer than the 
real Games, but still not bad), 
including running, throwing, 
jumping, swimming, diving, 
judo, shooting, kayaking and 
gymnastics. Nationalist gamers 
can even compete online for 
global bragging rights. 
RELEASE DATE: its” 


B-Boy 


Using 800 moves motion- 
captured from real break- 
dancers, B-Boy has players 
slowly build their crews and 
reps from neighbourhood 
battles, all the way to the 
world championships. And 
drop the needle — B-Boy 
also features 40 licensed 
tracks from the likes of 
James Brown, Cypress Hill 
and the Black Eyed Peas. 
RELEASE DATE: )ὼδ 


The Face of War 
has Changed. 


Available 
6.12.08 


GUNS OF THE PATRIOTS TcTIcAt ésrionace action 


COMING EXCLUSIVELY ON THE PLAYSTATION®3 


computer entertainment system 
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Crude Humor 
Strong Language 
Suggestive Themes 


KONAMI 


www.konami.com ΠΝ 


POoLAYST A TIO. = 


Violence 


ESRB CONTENT RATING — www.esrb.org 


Online Interactions 
Not Rated by the ESRB 


© 1987 2008 Konami Digital Entertainment Co., Ltd. “METAL GEAR” and “METAL GEAR SOLID” and “GUNS OF THE PATRIOTS” are trademarks or registered trademarks of Konami Digital Entertainment Co., Ltd. Published by Konami Digital Entertainment, Inc. KONAMI is a 
registered trademark of KONAMI CORPORATION. “PlayStation”, “PLAYSTATION” and “PS” Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. The rating icon is a registered trademark of the Entertainment Software Association. 
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Forest Whitaker (left) and Dennis Quaid in Vantage Point 


Vantage Point 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: The U.S. President (Hurt) 
is in Spain for an anti-terrorism 
conference when there's an 
attempt on his life. The event 

is then shown six times from 
Six perspectives, including 
those of an American tourist 
(Forest Whitaker], a couple of 
Secret Service agents (Quaid 
and Matthew Fox] anda 
television news producer 
(Sigourney Weaver). 

DVD Extras: a two-disc DVD 
has “An Inside Perspective: 
Interviews with the Cast and 
Crew,” “Plotting an Assassination: 
Interview with First-time 
Screenwriter Barry Levy,” 
director commentary 


Days of Darkness 
(Age des ténébres] 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: [ἢ a near-future, 
dysfunctional Quebec, a bored 
government bureaucrat 
(Labréche] escapes from his 
tedious life and resentful wife 
by slipping into a fantasy world 
where he's the hero and the 
women are hot. DVD Extras: 
deleted scenes, director Q&A, 
screenwriting workshop 


Sleepwalking 

STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: When her boufriend is 
sent to jail, Joleen (Theron) has 


no place to live. So she packs up 


her daughter Tara (AnnaSophia 
Robb] and they move in with 
Joleen’s brother James (Stahl). 
Then Joleen meets a man and 
takes off, leaving poor Tara and 
James to fend for themselves. 


Penelope 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 
STORY: Despite the fact that she 


comes with a handsome dowry, 
25-year-old Penelope Wilhern 


(Ricci) has yet to marry. Largely, 


that’s because she was born 
with a pig’s snout in place of her 
nose — aresult of an old curse 


against her family. The only cure 


is true love, but no man can 
Stomach the sight of her. That 
is, untila conman (McAvoy) 


intending to take advantage 
of Penelope has second 
thoughts. 


Shutter 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 


STORY: A newly married 
couple (Jackson, Taylor) on 
their honeymoon in Tokyo 
notice ghostly apparitions 
developing in their 
photographs. This latest 
remake of an Asian horror 
flick is based on neither a 
Japanese nora Korean film, 
but on a 2004 Thai hit. 

DVD Extras: “A Ghost in the 
Lens,” “A History of Spirit 
Photography” 


Harold & Kumar 
Escape from 
Guantanamo Bay 
STARS: 


DIRECTORS: 


STORY: Just hours after ending 
their quest for a White Castle 
burger, stoner pals Harold 
(Cho) and Kumar (Penn) 
board a plane for Amsterdam 
in search of Harold’s love, 
Maria. But when Kumar tries 
to use a bong in the plane's 
bathroom he gets caught and, 
worse, mistaken for a terrorist, 
leading directly to the events 
of the film’s title. DVD Extras: 

a two-disc version features 
commentary tracks, 26 
deleted scenes, alternate 
endings, outtakes, “Inside the 
World of Harold and Kumar” 
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Its Never Too Late 
For A Second Chance At Love 
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~ ANSWERS 


YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 


Step Brothers has Will Ferrell and 
John C. Reilly playing grown (albeit 
childish) men, whose parents 
marry. Name the only other movie 
to star the pair. 


Twelve-year-old Abigail Breslin 
plays the title role in Kit Kittredge: 
An American Girl. For which movie 
did young Breslin earn an Oscar 
nomination? 
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True or false: Journey to the Center 
of the Earth 3D star Brendan Fraser on 
was born in Canada. 


oon 
i ων. cx ἢ ~~ Will Ferrell (left) and John C. Reilly in Step Brothers 
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Fred Durst directs his second ι —. 
movie this month, The Longshots. 
Durst is best known as the lead 
singer for which band? 


Saturday Night Live’s Andy Samberg 
provides the voice of HAM Illin the 
animated feature Space Chimps. 
It's only Samberg’s second feature 
film, the first came out last year 
and was about a wannabe 
daredevil. Name it. 
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X Files: | Want to Believe is the 
second movie to be spun from the 
X Files TV show. In which year did 
the first X Files movie come out — 
1998, 2000, 2001 or 2003? 


Sir Ben Kingsley appears in seven 
movies this year, including last 
month's The Love Guru and this 
month’s The Wackness. One of his 
first acting jobs (in the late 1960s) 
saw him play Ron Jenkins ona 
long-running British soap opera. } 
Name that show. | Ln 


a. 
— | 


46 Famous» JULY 2008 


} 


— 


Fully Loaded. 


Get your reloadable gift card for movie tickets, 
concessions and special events. 
On sale now at theatres and cineplex.com 


att 
» Er@y 
ἘΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞΞ SAL > 
iamous PLATES. SuaremCrry ΠΡ 55 Ξοιαραπκ τε wee CINEPLEX ODEON Cw sy 
TIS 


® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 


] ᾿]{Π|0 


[\ 
/~\ 


HOROSCOPE FOR JULY 2008 ©© BY DAN LIEBMAN 


Harrison Ford ; 


SIGN: Cancer 
BORN: July 13, 1942 
WHERE: Chicago, Illinois 


Cancer 

June 22 *% July 22 

Your dedication to a family 
member pays off. Now it’s time 
to branch out and develop an all- 
new interest. Focus on details in 
late-month travel, financial and 
health-related matters. Someone 
you deal with changes from 
irritating to irresistible overnight. 


Leo 

July 23 % August 22 

Getting your way is no longera 
big deal. In fact, you're happiest 
helping others. Enjoy new sports 
activities and become involved in 
charitable work. An unexpected 
expense is offset by good 
financial news. If you're going 

to splurge, do it on yourself. 


Virgo 

August 23 Ἃ September 22 
Your home Is everyone's gathering 
place, but don’t hesitate to escape 
after the 15th. Natural curiosity 
leads to new interests, which in 
turn lead to a new relationship. 
You're more comfortable bringing 
up Sensitive topics like shared 
expenses and responsibilities. 


Libra 

September 23 % October 22 
Attention to detail makes the 
difference between doing a good 
job and achieving a major 
success. Aim for balance 
between intellectual and 
physical activities, especially if 
you're on vacation. It's a good 
month to appraise antiques. 


ΟΟΟΙΌΪΟ 

October 23 *% November 21 
Things take place behind the 
scenes as relatives make plans 
to surprise you with a visit. A 
friend becomes less possessive 
and more supportive. You're 
feeling Secure at your job. 


sagittarius 
November 22 *% December 22 
You understand what makes an 
authority figure tick, anda 
stressful relationship becomes 
easier. Avoid taking risks during 
the week of the 14th, but 
experiment with innovative 
techniques after the 21st. 


Capricorn 
December 23 January 20 
You’re not being paranoid. 
Someone /s looking over your 
shoulder — but in an admiring 
way. You have a knack for 
bumping into people from your 
past. Willpower is strong. It’s a 
good time to make midyear 
resolutions. 


Aquarius 

January 21 *% February 19 

As the second half of 2008 takes 
off, you establish yourself in your 
career. Someone tries to take 
advantage of your generosity. 

A frank response does wonders 
for your self-esteem. 


Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 

You take on an authority role and 
persuade others to come around 
to your point of view. It’s a good 
month to study economics and 
commit to a joint project. 


Aries 

March 21 * April 20 

Shared arrangements are 
successful and profitable, as 
long as you don't become 
dictatorial. Spontaneity is the 
key to friendship and romance. A 
witty observer of life, you'll find 
July a great month for doing 
Stand-up and keeping a journal. 


| “iin HA 


Taurus 

April 21 *% May 22 

You're dealing with new people. 
They're more generous and 
appreciative — especially after 
the full moon of the 18th. 
Vacations work out now that 
relatives are less demanding. 


Gemini 
May 23 *% June 21 
You put the finishing touches 

ona job you thought would 

never end. Changes take place 

in an organization with which 

you're involved, anda » 
prestigious position is yours 

for the asking. You provide 
support to Someone you 
know only slightly. 

The rewards are immense. 
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to the full purchase price (excluding taxes) and excludes Tim Hortons and alcoholic beverage purchases. δ᾽ Registered Trademark of SCENE IP LP. “Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 
Visa Int/License user the Bank of Nova Scotia. “Trademark of SCENE IP LP. °Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. ®’Registered Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 
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We asked you... 


If you could transform 
any movie into 3D, 
which movie 
would it be? 
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> You told us. il 


Star Wars: The Empire 
Strikes Back would be ΟἹ 
phenomenal in 3D because of : ots of fly: 
the lightsaber fighting 
sequences and also the 
spaceship scenes. 
—Chelsea Jacobs, Regina, SK 


2 —wWes Wong, Edmonton, AB 


: —lInes Jimenez, Red Deer, AB 


, —Natalie Carr, Kingston, ON 


NEXT QUESTION: Of all the big-screen movie teachers, which one would 
you most want to teach your class? 


2Y ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


All responses must be entered by July 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the September issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity 
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Fat-free mobility 


is here. 


Koodo Mobile (pronounced Koo-doh) is a mobile service created to 
combat bill bulge. Our slimmed-down prices and value-pumped plans are 
designed to help you shed that extra bill weight. Plus, you never have to 
worry about those fatty, unnecessary mobility features. It’s a little 
thing we like to call fat-free mobility. 


So get your sweat on and get a fat-free plan of your own. shi no 
em 
Check us out at koodomobile.com Access Fee 


Koodo Mobile 


Phones From $0 
-fterm Contract 
Month 


No Fixed 

Plans Start at $15a 

All Plans Include Text 
r-Second Billing 
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mobile” 


Good call 


he BRICK | b> FUTURE SHOP | WAL*MART Beles Koodo 


© 2008 Koodo Mobile. 


